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Overview   
The U.S. Department of State’s English Access Microscholarship Program (Access) is a two-year scholarship that provides a foundation 
of English language skills to bright, economically-disadvantaged students, primarily aged 13 to 20, through after-school classes and 
intensive sessions in strategic locations worldwide.  In partnership with highly-qualified local educators, Access programs introduce 
students to U.S. culture and democratic values, improve their potential to fully contribute to the socio-economic development of their 
countries, and increase their ability to compete for and participate in U.S. exchange and study programs.  Since launching as a pilot in 
2004, the Access Program has reached more than 175,000 students in over 85 countries in all regions of the world.   
 

Access Mexico 
The program began in Mexico in 2010 with 125 students.   
By 2018, more than 2,500 Mexican young people from nearly 
every state have benefited from the program. 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Success Stories   
In 2016, I was studying in high school, fighting to leave bad memories behind. Access changed my life. Access had showed me that I have everything 
to be a leader, and it helped me become one. The only way that I can say thanks to the program and the U.S Embassy is to take everything that I learned 
and do something good for the ones that I love, for my community, to make me the best version of myself, to feel this huge power that is inside of me 
and make a difference. Access changed me to be a warrior who fights for a better world. – Hannia Cota 

When I was 17, I had my first invitation to be part of the sessions of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at the United Nations in New York City.  
I’m a member of Mazahua community and thanks to Access I could go and speak about indigenous people. Now I work as a professor and a volunteer 
delegate at Model United Nations programs. – Carlos Madrigal 

Access alumna Estefania Rodriguez studies at the Preparatoria Regional del Rincon in Guanajuato.  She started learning English only two years ago in 
Access.  Her excellent English level was one reason she was selected as one of the two Mexican delegates to the 2019 National Youth Science Camp, a 
four-week summer program in West Virginia, USA. Mexican delegates will share this amazing experience with other high-achieving high-school students 
from each state of the U.S. and other countries.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotes from Alumni 
“For me Access is more than learning English; it's the opportunity to 
find friends who are changing the world in their own communities. If 
I had to tell you a secret, Access has been my key to success, not only 
in college, but also in my personal development.” – Sof Mendívil 
 
“Access has been a great change in my life because it meant the 
opportunity to improve in English, to think differently, and to know 
more about the American culture. It allowed me to meet new people 
and make many friends. It helped me to grow as a person and 
strengthen my leadership. I was also able to achieve in Access the 
desire to continue building a better world.” –Rafael Esquivel. 
 

Quotes from Teachers 
“Access is an opportunity to serve others and make this world a 
better place.” – Julieta Mora 
 “Access is an inspiring learning experience about personal growth 
and sharing ideas.” – Eric A. Tejeda Evans 
 


